LESSON  #111  (12-18-12) 
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CHALLENGING QUESTIONS:

1) If a person must work in order to be saved, why did Christ have to go to the cross?


They may say that Christ went to the cross to make us savable. 
2) Why would an all-wise omnipotent God send His Son to do only a partial job of saving sinful mankind?
They allege that Christ paid only for the sins up to the point one believes in Christ, after that, sins that are committed can cause one to lose their salvation.

Romans 3:25  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

Romans 3:25  Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed;


The underlined phrases refer to the sins that were committed under the Mosaic Law system of animal sacrifices. 


Those sins were covered over or passed over until Jesus Christ went to the cross and paid for them once and for all.

3) If sinful man could not save himself through works before he believes in Christ, how could he save himself after he believes in Christ?

4) How could faith plus works save a person when faith and works are mutually-exclusive? In other words, faith and works are opposites, so how could they both be necessary for salvation?
Rom.3:28   For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.

Romans 4:4-6   Now to the one who works, his wage is not credited as a favor[grace], but as what is due. 5) But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, 6) just as David also speaks of the blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works:

5) Salvation, eternal life, and God’s righteousness are gifts from God, Eph. 2:8-9, Rom. 3:24, 5:15-17, 6:23, and gifts require no works or conditions. 

So, how can works be required for salvation which is a gift of God to those who believe the gospel?

James 2:14   What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?

This is a verse that is often used to refute the “faith only” for salvation doctrine. The 13 verses that precede verse 14 establish the following facts:

1. James was addressing believers, James 4:5.
2. They had learned doctrine but failed to apply it

3. The focus was on their behavior, not their eternal salvation

4. Eternal salvation was not mentioned because it wasn't an issue

Therefore, the word “faith” in verse 14 must refer to what is believed, the body of teaching they received after accepting the gospel, and not the faith they had when they believed the gospel.
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Two questions are asked and the answer to both is “No”. Faith without works is of no value in executing the Christian way of life. Another way of putting it is, doctrine without application is of no value.

It might be mentioned here that James used the word “faith” and its cognate “believe” 18 times and only twice does it have a salvific meaning, Ja. 2:1  &  24. Here it refers to the body of truth or doctrine, as we like to call it.

Before one can rightly interpret this verse, the question must be answered “Saved from what?” 

The context clearly points to being saved from a useless, hypocritical, miserable life rather than being eternally saved by works. The next verse illustrates the futility of having doctrine and not applying it. Believers who act like those in verse 15 will not be saved from divine discipline.

Most believers do not understand or appreciate the dreadful punishment that is administered to believers who don’t take their spiritual life seriously. They are very mistaken to think that they can ignore God and His word without consequences. 

The entire New Testament cries out, chapter after chapter, warning believers of the cost of arrogance, ignorance, and negative volition.

LESSON  #112  (12-20-12)
James 2:14  is a warning to lazy believers who lack spiritual vigor, and who are in danger of a premature physical death. Dead doctrine or no doctrine in the soul can be fatal!

James 2:17  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.

This verse answers the question of verse 14. A dead faith cannot save anything or anyone. The allegation that if one has faith in Christ but has no works, that faith is dead and the person is unsaved is at odds with “by grace are you saved”.


There is a huge difference between a believer producing DIVINE GOOD in order to avoid divine discipline and reap rewards and an unbeliever striving hard to produce enough human good works to be justified before God and to avoid the Lake of Fire.


If one is not saved by faith alone but by faith + works, surely the Bible would tell us how many works are required. It would also tell us what kind of works are necessary to secure eternal life. That information would be critical to our understanding of how we acquire eternal salvation, so where does one go in the Bible to find this information?

James 2:18   But someone may well say, "You have faith, and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."
Now James uses a debater’s technique which is sometimes called “the straw man”. 
He anticipated the objection that some believers would surely make, so he presents what they would say before they even have a chance to verbalize it and he rebuts it.

The “straw man” presents a scenario that he thinks will prove his point that there is no connection between faith and works. This kind of argument is what is called a reductio ad absurdum  

(reducing someone’s claim to absurdity). 

James 2:19   You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.


The objector/strawman is trying to make his case. He is trying to excuse his lack of application of doctrine by trying to prove there is no link between faith and behavior.


Both demons and men believe in the same thing, monotheism. Both believe that there is one God which of course is true. But their faith does not produce the same response. 
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Man’s faith may move him to “do well” but it never moves demons to do well which helps to prove that there is no link between faith and works.


Remember faith in the theological point that God is one never saved anyone. This verse is not about accepting the gospel or eternal salvation.

James 2:20   But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?

James now responds to the straw man by calling him foolish. He still contends that faith [doctrine in the soul] without works [application] is useless.  He is still making the connection betweenfaith and works to convict those believers who were not applying doctrine. 


The key to all these verses is to recognize that they are not salvific.

“The term “useless” is composed of the negative prefix “a” attached to the root “ergon” which means “work.” The result is the adjective argos, that appears in text as arge. Thus we have a pun; Faith without works” is “workless” or “useless.”

Vol. 4: Southern Baptist Journal of Theology,  2000 (3) (12)

LESSON  #113-114  (12-27-12  thru  1-6-13 with Greg Kreutzer teaching on this subject)

James 2:21   Was not Abraham our father [experientially] justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 

The faith one has when he accepts the gospel is invisible, but his faith in Bible doctrine is visible because it is manifested through works. Only a lazy believer who has no works and is trying to make excuses would try to deny this connection.

"Abraham’s work was not the work of morality. It was a work of application of the “biblical truth” in his soul. You see, the work James is emphasizing is not the work of morality, which the apostle Paul maintains cannot save anyone (Gal. 2:16). Rather, it is the synthesizing God’s Word in our souls and applying it to everyday exigency of life." 
James, Faith Without Works is Dead, Moses C. Onwubiko.
James 2:22  You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;


Abraham’s faith in God and His Word after he was eternally saved, motivated him to produce good works, and acting on that motivation, he completed or perfected that faith.

The quantity or quality of faith one has in the gospel has no connection with the quantity or quality of faith one has in producing good works. The latter faith is determined by the volition of the believer and his faithfulness in learning and applying the Word of God. 

Eternal salvation depends on the work and faithfulness of God, receiving rewards and being a faithful servant depends on the spirit-filled works of believers.
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James 2:23  … and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "and Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and he was called the friend of God.

Abraham was called the friend of God, not because he believed the gospel, but because he fulfilled the potential inherent in the gospel to produce good works which qualified him to become a friend of God. 
He did not acquire the faith to offer up Isaac to God overnight. It took time and he had several failures on the way. But finally he came to the place where he trusted God even with the life of his beloved son, 
Gen. 22:5-8
James 2:24  You see that a man is justified (v. ppi) by works and not by faith alone (adv.).

This DOES NOT say that a man is justified by FAITH + WORKS !

"The key to understanding this is the Greek adverb “alone” or “only” (monon), which does not qualify (or modify) the word “faith”, since the form would then have been (mones). As an adverb, however, it modifies the verb “justified” implied in the second clause. * James is saying that a by-faith justification is not the only kind of justification there is. There is also a by-works justification. The former is before God; the latter type is before men." 
The Epistle of James, Zane C. Hodges, p.71
When a person is justified before God for eternal salvation, then he has the potential to be justified before man for rewards. The idea that there is one justification is false. The allegation that a person is justified before God by faith plus works is a damnable lie and cannot be found anywhere in the Bible.

LESSON  #115  (1-10-13)
James 2:25  In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way?

Rahab’s faith in the Israelite God motivated her to receive the Israelite spies and protect them from the king’s soldiers. She did this after she had already been saved. This certainly does not say that Rahab was justified by faith plus her works. 

No doubt, James chose to mention Rahab because she is a perfect example of a person whose physical life was “saved” precisely because she had good works.
James 2:26   For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.  

Just as the human spirit/soul keeps the human body alive, the spiritual momentum that produces good works is what keeps faith alive. 

No one can see the human spirit, but we know that it is there because the body is alive. We can't see spiritual momentum, but we know it's there because of the good works it produces. The human body is visible and so are good works. Both depend on a “spirit”.

Since the production of good works depends on one’s spiritual momentum, the question is, “What does spiritual momentum depend on?” 

It depends on positive volition towards God and His Word. No one can see positive volition, but they can see its result. They see a believer who doesn’t miss a chance to take in Bible doctrine or do good works.

“One cannot be said to have expressed saving faith if, while expressing faith in Jesus Christ for eternal life, he simultaneously has as the object of his faith additional competing interests. 
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“That is, if one believes that eternal life is gained by trusting Christ and doing good works; or by trusting Christ and being baptized etc. ; or if one expressly believes that faith in Christ is just one valid pathway among many to eternal life, then his faith is not in the proper object and thus is not saving faith. ”  Getting the Gospel Wrong, J.B. Hixson, p. 99
LESSON  #116  (1-15-13)
John 3:36   He that believeth on the Son HAS everlasting life:

John 6:47   Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes HAS eternal life.

Acts 16:31   And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household."  

"In desperation, the Philippian jailor cried, 'What must I do to be saved?' Paul’s reply was simple: 'Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved' (Acts 16:31). The great apostle said nothing about baptism or sacraments, candles, incense, church attendance, reforming one’s life, or anything else being necessary or even helpful for salvation. From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible makes it clear that there is nothing a sinner can do, much less must do, to pay the infinite penalty required by God’s justice. One can and need only believe in Christ, who paid the penalty in full: 'It is finished' (John 19:30)!"  

"To attempt to do anything for one’s salvation beyond believing 'on the Lord Jesus Christ' is to deny that Christ paid the full penalty for sin on the cross and to reject God’s offer on that basis of forgiveness and eternal life as a free gift of His grace. Clearly, we can be saved only by faith in Christ."   The Berean Call, Dave Hunt, 6'04
If the gift of eternal life at salvation can be lost if one does not work to maintain it, then eternal life is not eternal. How could it be if it can be lost? It would have to be “temporary life” not “eternal life”. 

ETERNAL adjective
1 a : having infinite duration : everlasting

   b : of or relating to eternity

2 Continued without intermission : perpetual

   Valid or existing at all times : timeless 

     Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary (10th ed.)
ETERNAL adjective

1 lasting or existing forever.

   informal tediously lengthy or persistent.

2 valid for all time; essentially unchanging: 

   Concise Oxford English dictionary (11th ed.)
Does it sound reasonable that God would pay the infinite price of becoming a man and going to the cross to pay for our sins and then expect us to maintain that salvation by our works? If it is impossible for us to be good enough to obtain salvation, how can we be good enough to maintain salvation? 
Ephesians 2:8-9 . . .  For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is THE GIFT OF GOD;  9) not as a result of works, that no one should boast.

Romans 6:23 . . . For the wages of sin is death, but THE FREE GIFT OF GOD is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

GIFT: (noun) “Something voluntarily transferred by one person to another without compensation [payment]”. Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, (10th  .).
By definition, a gift is something freely accepted without any payment due. If any work is required to receive something, then how can a gift be considered anything but payment or compensation?
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Galatians 2:21    I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law  [works],  then Christ died needlessly.
Romans 11:6    But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.

Salvation can be a gift or it can be payment for work done, but it can't be both. It can't be a gift if it obligates the receiver in any way. Since the Bible calls it a gift, works cannot be associated with it whatsoever.

 Here is one wacky phrase someone came up with that sounds cute but makes no sense whatsoever and contradicts itself:  “WE ARE SAVED BY FAITH ALONE, BUT THE FAITH THAT SAVES IS NEVER ALONE.”
Countless people have used this phrase in order to make works a requirement of salvation. John Calvin put it this way:

“It is therefore faith alone which justifies, and yet the faith which justifies is not alone . . . Those who are justified by true faith prove their justification by obedience and good works, not by a bare and imaginary semblance of faith.” 
Institutes of the Christian Religion, Calvin  Translation Society, 1845-1846. III, xvi, 1

“The reformers were attempting to be consistent with their doctrine that an individual is saved by grace through faith alone and yet, also hold that works must be the natural, inevitable, and often immediate, outworking in a saved person’s experience.” 

R.C. Sproul, Grace Unknown, (Grand Rapids, Mich. Baker Book House, 1997) 198.

When reduced to its most basic form, the phrase is saying that faith alone = faith not alone.
Unless faith is alone when it justifies, justification cannot reasonably be claimed to come by faith alone.

If it were true that being born again guarantees we'll produce good works and have a sinless lifestyle, then all the commands and exhortations to produce these would not be necessary. We wouldn’t find them in the Bible. There would be no warnings about getting divine discipline for not producing works  [as James warned] and disciplined for indulging in sin. Do we find such warnings in the Bible?  Absolutely!

LESSON  #117  (1-17-13)
WARNINGS:

Titus 3:14   And let our people also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, that they may not be unfruitful.  [According to this, Christians must learn to engage in good deeds, otherwise, they will be unfruitful]

2 Peter 1:8-9   For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9) For he who lacks  [v. pai]  these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins.  [Christians can be useless, unfruitful, blind, and short-sighted.]
Romans 6:1-2   What shall we say then? Are we to continue [v. pas] in sin that grace might increase?  2) May  [v. AMO]  it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?

Romans 6:4  . . . so we too might walk  [v. aas]  in newness of life  [This is only a potential].
Romans 6:6  . . . that we should no longer be  [inf. pa]  slaves to sin  [This is a possibility].
Romans 6:12   Therefore do not let sin reign  [v. pam]  in your mortal body that you should obey  [inf. pa]  its lusts   [Sin can keep on reigning in a believer’s life].
Romans 6:13  . . . do not go on presenting  [v. pam]  the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness;
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Romans 8:12-13    So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh  13) for if  [1st class, an assumption based on reality]  you are living according to the flesh, you must die  [SUD];  but if  [1st class, an assumption based on reality]  by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live  [v. fmi, super grace life of the mature believer]. 14) For all   [of the mature believers]  who are being led  [v. ppi, learning B.D.] by the Spirit of God, these are sons  [HUIOS, adult sons]  of God. 

Evidently, believers are able to live according to the flesh under the influence of their Old Sin Natures [OSN] to the point where they are in danger of the most severe divine discipline which is a premature physical death. There would be no such thing as the Sin Unto Death [SUD] if all “true” believers automatically persevered in good works.
Romans 12:1-2    I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual  [reasonable]  service of worship. 2) And do not be conformed  [v. ppm, stop being conformed]  to this world, but be transformed  [v. ppm]  by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is.
1 Corinthians 3:1-4    And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men   [believers filled with the H.S.],  but as to men of flesh  [carnal believers],  as to babes  [spiritual babies]  in Christ.  2) I gave you milk to drink  [basic doctrine], not solid food  [advanced doctrines];  for you were not yet able to receive it  [they weren’t interested]. Indeed, even now you are not yet able   [they continued to be distracted],  3) for you are still fleshly   [influenced by your OSN].  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly   [carnal, producing only human good and sin],  and are you not walking like mere men   [just like unbelievers]?
Believers who are not interested in learning doctrine and growing spiritually behave just like unbelievers. Paul mentions just two of the many mental attitude sins that are common to both unbelievers and carnal believers. Those who believe that “true faith” perseveres in good works must conclude that Paul is addressing unbelievers here. However, this can’t be because he calls them “brethren” and “babes in Christ”. Certainly those terms are referring to believers. 

Very few people claim that they never sin. Even those who believe that true believers will persevere in life admit that there is a certain amount of sin in their lives from time to time. 
SO IS PERSEVERENCE NECESSARY FOR SALVATION?
Here are a few questions these people would have a very difficult time answering:
· How long can somebody stop persevering before he’s no longer a true believer?  

· How long can he stop persevering before he loses his salvation? 

· Where in the Bible would we go to find these answers?

Wouldn’t you expect to find answers to these questions if persevering were necessary for salvation. But these answers can't be found. Such questions are not relevant to salvation because PERSEVERANCE has nothing to do with being born again or being eternally justified before God.  Faith alone in Christ is all that is required. NOTHING ELSE!  However, perseverance has everything to do with growing to spiritual maturity which results in blessings and rewards. Perseverance is a potential after one is permanently, eternally, saved.

Perseverance has nothing to do with the “top circle” of salvation because everything in it is accomplished by God and is eternal. Perseverance is pertinent to the “bottom circle” only where the believer’s volition, obedience, and faithfulness are the issue after salvation.  

LESSON  #118  (1-22-13)
FAITH
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Many look at the faith people have to determine if they are truly saved. Many rely on the quality of their faith for assurance of salvation and in doing so, they are not relying on Jesus Christ as the object of their faith. The object of their faith is their faith. They incorrectly put faith in their faith for salvation. 
It isn’t the quality of the faith but the quality of the object of faith that assures salvation. 

What makes a faith deficient or sufficient is its object, not the faith itself. There are people who profess faith in Christ but are lost, but it’s not because they have a deficient faith. It’s because they have a deficient object they depend on like their own good deeds, baptism, confirmation, sacraments, church attendance, giving, or false savior.  

So, trying to determine if someone’s faith in Christ is genuine by evaluating their behavior is futile because it’s not the faith that must be acceptable but the object. Jesus Christ is the object of faith for eternal salvation, it is He that must be perfect, not our faith. No one is saved based on the quality of their faith; they are saved based on the quality of the object of their faith.

It is incorrect to link obedience with faith regarding salvation because it makes obedience or good works the issue for validating eternal salvation and makes them instrumental in securing eternal life which they can not do. Immoral conduct is no more a guarantee one is unsaved than moral conduct is a guarantee one is saved. Hell will be full of good, moral people who rejected the gospel.

“But if “good works” (activities of serving God and others) do not follow from our profession of faith, we are as yet believing only from the head, not from the heart: in other words, justifying 

faith is not yet ours. The truth is that, though we are justified by faith alone, the faith that justifies is never alone. It produces fruit…”    J.I. Packer, Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs, (Tyndale House, 1993) p. 160
Romans 3:28    For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the law  [obedience].

Romans 4:5-6    But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness,  6) just as David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to whom God reckons righteousness apart from works…
Whatever saving faith is, it certainly does not include in its scope the very thing that is its opposite which is works or obedience. Faith and works are mutually exclusive regarding eternal salvation, however they are related to each other after salvation as a believer learns and applies the Word of God in his or her life. James 2 refers to the latter, not the former. It is not until after one has accepted the gospel, positional justification in Christ by faith, that works enter into the picture.

REPENTANCE:    IS REPENTANCE OF SINS NECESSARY FOR SALVATION?  
Must we repent or confess our sins in order to be saved? No way! But there are leading evangelicals who insist that it is necessary.

 “We must respond to this Good News by repenting of our sins and believing the Gospel if we would be forgiven by God, reconciled to Him, and saved from the wrath to come. And when sharing the gospel it is important to make sure people know that they must persevere in a lifestyle of repentance… “   Mark Dever & Paul Alexander, The Deliberate Church: Building Your Ministry on the Gospel, (Crossway Books, '05) p. 44
It is true that “repentance”, METANOEO, meaning a change of mind, takes place when one accepts the gospel. BUT, it is changing one's mind about Christ, not about sins, that is necessary for eternal salvation. It is a change of mind to humility and a change of direction.
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Many would agree that the Gospel of John is the most descriptive book in the N.T. telling unbelievers how to be saved. Yet this gospel does not use the words "repent" or "repentance" one single time ! If repentance is a necessary part of being saved, why can’t we find it in the Gospel of John?
LESSON  #119  (1-24-13)  
“In the New Testament, conversion involves five integrally related components or aspects, all of which took place at the same time, usually on the same day. These five components are repentance, faith, and confession by the individual, regeneration, or the giving of the Holy Spirit by God, and baptism by representatives of the Christian community.” 
Southern Baptist Journal of Theology Volume 2. 1998 (1) (4). Louisville, KY: Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
“They may have walked forward at an evangelistic meeting, but by any biblical measurement they were never converted. There was no conviction of sin, no repentance, no commitment to Christ’s lordship, no intent to love Christ by keeping his commandments.”   Ibid
KJV 2 Corinthians 7:10    For godly sorrow worketh  [produces]  repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 

NAS 2 Corinthians 7:10    For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death.
2 Corinthians 7:10    For sorrow, according to the standard of God, keeps on working out a change of mental attitude  [METANOIA]  directed toward deliverance  [from the sin unto death]… not to be regretted   [AMETAMELETOS (adj)];  
Paul was not sorry about the Corinthians being sorrowful to the point of finally changing their minds]  “but sorrow, according to the standard of the world, keeps on working out death  [the sin unto death].”
This verse has absolutely nothing to do with eternal salvation. Paul was writing to believers in Corinth who were sanctified in Christ, 1 Cor. 1:2. 

Furthermore, there is no such thing as “Godly sorrow”.  God is perfect and He is never sorry about anything. 


When the Corinthians received Paul’s first letter, they were sorrowful because Paul chewed them out. The sorrow they had was according to the standard of God because it produced a change in their thinking. They became humble and acknowledged their sins to God (Rebound). Remember, they did this to get in fellowship with God, NOT to receive eternal life. They already had that.
METANOIA  (n. asf;  META, change + NOIA, thinking = a change of thinking.
“sorrow, according to the standard of the world”  is a false repentance is maudlin sentimentalism, feeling sorry for sins, breast-beating. Many try self-atonement or penance to try to assuage their sorrow and guilt which is an insult to God. Getting all emotional about your sins doesn’t do a thing for you. Rebound and move on!
Worldly sorrow can also manifest itself through bitterness and anger towards others, circumstances, and God, Rev. 16:9-11.
It’s natural to feel guilty after one sins, but to carry that guilt around is not only wrong, it’s a sin. Confess it and move on. To carry around guilt after you have confessed it is a sin also.
LESSON  #120  (1-29-13)  

Now for a few things about repentance that few understand:
Luke 3:3    And he  [John the Baptist]  came into all the district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins…
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This would appear to some that repentance and baptism are necessary in order to be eternally saved. But this verse is not about an individual’s eternal salvation but a call to the nation of Israel to get back into harmony with God. They were disobedient, arrogant towards God, and were in danger of going through the 5th cycle of discipline. 
Peter declared to the Jewish leaders:

Acts 5:30-31   The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.  31) He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

God graciously gave Israel the opportunity to repent, to change their mental attitudes towards Him and to become obedient. 
The call to repentance is the call to enter into harmonious relationship with God. It is about harmony,
The call to faith represents the call to eternal salvation. Faith is about justification. 
The concept of repentance and surrender cannot be found nor do they exist in the word “believe”.
“Sola fide”  [Latin], “faith alone” for eternal life was the clarion call of the Reformation. 

“No other position is biblical or truly evangelical. Faith alone (not faith and repentance) is the sole condition for justification and eternal life.”  Absolutely Free, Zane Hodges, p. 144
“Repentance is not essential to the saving transaction as such, it is in no sense a condition for that transaction. But the fact still remains that God demands repentance from all and He conditions their FELLOWSHIP with Him on that.”  Absolutely Free, Zane Hodges, p. 146
Repentance is not a requirement or a condition of eternal salvation. If it were, then the apostle John didn’t understand how one gains eternal life because he never mentioned repentance even once in the gospel of John. 

Repentance is about restoration to fellowship. The following verses are warning the Laodicean Church that they needed to repent to restore fellowship with Christ.

Revelation 3:19-20    Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.  20) 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him, and will dine with him, and he with Me.

These verses are about restoration to fellowship, not eternal salvation. Jesus is not knocking on the door of someone’s heart so they will open the door and receive eternal life. The knocking is divine discipline and hearing the voice and opening the door is repentance and rebound.

Acts 20:21    [Paul was] solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

Some believe that repentance and faith are two aspects of trusting in Christ so that when a person places his faith in Christ, he is then turning from or repenting from his former unbelief. However, repentance is not mentioned in the multitude of verses that base eternal life on faith alone. 

It would appear that the phrase “repentance toward God” refers to a change of mental attitude towards God while one is under the convicting ministry of God the Holy Spirit. Responding to that conviction by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ is what secures eternal life. 
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GOD SOMETIMES DRAWS MEN TO HIMSELF THROUGH REPENTANCE:
THE PRODIGAL SON, Luke 15:17-19;  The parable of the prodigal son is a good example. It illustrates a sinner’s restoration to fellowship with God through repentance. But repentance is always about that, even when the repenting sinner is already a believer.

CORNELIUS,  Acts 10;  Repentance sometimes precedes acceptance of the gospel. Cornelius was a pagan but re  pented of his lifestyle. He gave alms and prayed and was aware of his need for salvation. Often people start to read the Bible, stop cursing, and try to clean up their lives. They are not saved by these, they are sometimes signs that one is under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit. What they need to hear is what Cornelius heard from Peter, the gospel, which was faith alone in Christ alone.

WRONG  INTERPRETATION





"In opposition to a real or hypothetical opponent James has sought to demonstrate that a person is saved by a faith that is life-changing and accompanied by acts of lovingkindness. Mere intellectual assent to theological propositions, even if correct, is insufficient, because it rises no higher than demonic faith. “According to [James and Paul], a man is saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is not alone; it is followed by good works which prove the vitality of that faith." 


Vol. 4: S Baptist Journal of Theol, Robert H. Stein, 2000 (3)(15). Lousville, KY: Southern Bapt Theol Seminary.

















